
   

Good Neighbor News 
Fall 2014             A City of Carlsbad Police Department Neighborhood Watch Publication 

 

 
 
 

What’s in your Backpack? 
Teaching teens to safeguard portable 

property. 
 

Cell phones, digital cameras, tablets and 
laptops are just some of the portable 
property teens carry around these days.  
Where they take the property and how 
they store it makes a difference when 

trying to prevent it from being stolen.   
 

Teens ages 12-17 are the most vulnerable to property 
crime. The majority of these thefts are not reported to the 
police department.  Here are some tips to prevent the theft 
of portable property: 
 

 Only take to school what you absolutely need.  Leave 
unnecessary items at home. 

 Take only as much cash as you need in one day. 

 Avoid calling attention to your valuables.  Keep 
portable players out of site, avoid unusual cell phone 
ring tones that call attention to your phone and don’t 
brag about your new expensive basketball shoes. 

 Keep an eye on your valuables. Most lost or stolen 
valuables were left unattended. Use the buddy 
system and take turns watching backpacks while in 
the lunch line or elsewhere.  

 Make sure your locker is completely closed; keep your 
combinations a guarded secret and request a 
different locker if yours breaks.  Gym lockers are the 
most vulnerable as they are commonly left unlocked.  

 Don’t leave ANY property unattended in your car.  If 
you cannot take it with you, leave it at home.  

 Use security features like passwords, encryption and 
tracking aps that comes with portable electronics.   

 Keep a list of your property that includes make, model 
and serial number.  Keep a photo of property at 
home. 

 Make your property less desirable by engraving it with 
your California driver license number.   
 

Immediately report theft or other crime to school 
authorities, your parents and the Police Department.  Note 
the date, time and location of the incident and ask around 
for witnesses. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protect Against Vacant Property Crime 
Don’t let an empty house become a problem house. 
 

From time to time we all have vacant 
houses in our neighborhoods.  A 
vacant, abandoned or even vacation 
home can attract crime especially if 
we do not keep an eye on it.  Vacant 
houses can be vandalized, squatters can move in or 
someone might throw a party at the house.  Here are some 
tips to prevent vacant house crime: 
 

 Being the eyes and ears of your neighborhood means 
the whole neighborhood, even the vacant or 
abandoned houses.  

 Report broken windows or any vandalism as soon as it 
occurs.  One broken window will lead to two, etc.  
Also, criminal activity at one house will spread to the 
rest of the neighborhood.  

 Report suspicious activity like loitering, partying or 
other unusual behavior around the house.  

 Get a contact phone number for the person who owns 
the house or their agent so you can let them know 
when there is a problem. 

 Work with the homeowner, city or code enforcement 
to make sure the yard is maintained and trash does 
not collect.  

 Tell your children to stay out of a vacant house.  It is 
trespassing and it could be dangerous. 

 Make sure your teenagers know to stay out of the 
house and report teenagers that begin to gather on 
the property. 

 Report suspicious activity or crime by calling 760-931-
2197, 24 hours a day, when the activity is taking place.   

 

Let’s work together to prevent neighborhood crime. 
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Fall Safety Forecast 
Predicting a safe and secure fall. 
 

Now that the lazy days of summer 
are over, it is time to think about 
how the changing seasons can 

change the direction of crime.  With fall and winter comes 
more darkness and more activities after dark.  Here are 
some crime prevention strategies to consider: 
 

 Don’t return home to a dark house.  Put exterior and 

interior lights on timers. 

 Trim landscaping to aid visibility.  Earlier dusk means 

more shadows and less visibility.  Trim bushes, trees 

and other landscaping to reduce hiding places and 

shadows, and to increase the ability to see and be 

seen. 

 Solicitors after dark?  Don’t open the door to a 

stranger—day or night.  Say “no thank you” through 

the door and keep an eye on them.  If they don’t 

move on, call the police department.  

 Change your outdoor exercise routine.  If it is no 

longer light when you go out to jog or walk, consider 

your options. 

 There is safety in numbers.  Walk or jog with a friend. 

 Always carry your phone.  Let someone know where 

you are going and when you will be back. 

 Use the well-traveled path.  Walk or jog in well-lit 

areas of activity. 

 Always be aware of what is going on around you. If 

you don’t like what you see, take a different path.   

 Don’t let headphones prevent you from hearing what 

is going on.  Stay alert. 

 Be visible.  Wear reflective clothing. 

 Out and about?  Park your car as close to your 

destination as possible, under a light and remove all 

personal property.  If you cannot take it with you, 

leave it at home. 

 Make sure your car is in good repair.  If we get a rainy 

season, tire tread is the key to safety.  

 Remove distractions while driving.  Be aware of 

neighbors out for a jog or children headed to the bus 

stop in limited light.   

 Leaving work after dark? Park under a light so you can 

see what is around your car.  Have you keys ready and 

not at the bottom of a purse or briefcase.  Walk out 

with others and make sure everyone gets to their car 

safely.  If co-workers are not around, call security for 

an escort.  Call a spouse or friend on the phone and 

have them talk to you as you walk out to ensure you 

get going safely.   

 Find more home security and other prevention tips at 

www.carlsbadca.gov/police.  

With fall and winter comes the excitement of change and 
new seasons.  Keep the excitement alive by being aware 
and reducing your risk of crime.

 
Preventing Thefts from Front Porches 
Plan ahead for a secure delivery. 
 

As the shopping season heats up, the shipping season also increases.  A package left unattended by the front door creates 
an opportunity for crime.  Plan for a secure delivery.  Make sure you are at home and sign for the package.  Have the 
package shipped to a neighbor who will be home or to a work address.  Get a text message when the package is delivered.  
You have many options.  Choose a delivery option that removes the opportunity for theft.  

 
 

Stay Connected 
Information is available if you know where to look.  
 

Want more information about police related subjects in Carlsbad?  Here are 
five options: 
1. Crime cases filed— www.crimemapping.com   
2. Facebook— www.facebook.com/carlsbadpolicedepartment  
3. Twitter—@carlsbadpolice 
4. Email alerts—email your name, address, phone number and preferred 

email address to jodee.sasway@carlsbadca.gov 
5. New and improved website— www.carlsbadca.gov/police  
  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

Jodee Sasway at 760-931-2105 
or jodee.sasway@carlsbadca.gov 

Police emergency call 911 
Police non-emergency call 760-931-2197 

www.carlsbadca.gov/police 
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